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compromised patient safety. Moreover, disruptive behavior may be a sign of an illness or 
condition that may affect clinical performance. Studies have shown that physicians 
demonstrating disruptive behavior have subsequently been diagnosed with a range of Axis I 
and II psychiatric disorders, major depression, substance abuse, dementia, and non-Axis I and II 
disorders such as anxiety disorder, attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, obsessive-
compulsive disorder, sleep disorder, and other illnesses, most of which were treatable.8 
 

Policy 

When the practitioner exhibiting disruptive behavior is part of an organization where the 
behavior can be identified, the organization should take steps to address it early before the 
quality of care suffers, or complaints are lodged. The best outcome is frequently accomplished 
through a combination of organizational accountability, individual treatment, education, a 
systems approach and a strong aftercare program.9 The Joint Commission has developed a 
leadership standard that addresses disruptive and inappropriate behaviors by requiring a code 
of conduct that defines unacceptable, and disruptive and inappropriate behaviors and a process 
for managing such behaviors.10  
  
When the Commission receives a complaint concerning a practitioner exhibiting inappropriate 
and disruptive behavior, the Commission will consider such behavior as a threat to patient 
safety that may lead to violations of standards of care or other medical error. The Commission 
may investigate such complaints and take appropriate action, including possible suspension, to 
promote and enhance patient safety. 

 

                                                
8 Williams and Williams, p. 14. 
9 Williams and Williams, p. 17. 
10 Op. cit.,The Joint Commission. 
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Staff Reports: January 2021 
Melanie de Leon, Executive Director 

Recap:  It’s been some year and I wanted to give you a brief update on workload and staff 
     2019                  2020               
# of Licenses Issued     3,055                  3,139   
# of Complaints Received/completed Intake   1503                   1351   
# of Investigations Completed      719                     467          
# of Summary Actions           3                        11   
# of STIDs Served        66                        63   
# of SOCs Served         28                         31   

 
Staff who left this past year: Kim Romero moved to Texas; Jim Noss moved to Colorado; 
Sara Wibowo moved to Illinois; and Amanda Weyrauch went to another position in DOH.  
New staff:  Sylke Dixon – Licensing, Adam Calica – Investigations, Richelle Little – Legal 
Babies: Daughter Cole Balatbat (Colleen Balatbat); daughter Amara Elders (Anthony 
Elders); daughter Olivia Matthews (Micah Matthews) 
 
DOH welcomed a new secretary, Dr. Umair Shah, and he started work mid-December.  He is 
moving from Texas with his family, so he will be in and out of the office virtually for a while.  
Dr. Shah led Harris County Public Health in Texas for the last seven years, managing 700 
public health staff serving the 4.7 million residents in the nation’s third largest county. 
Before working for the county, he was chief medical officer of Galveston County Health 
District and has served as an emergency department physician at Houston’s DeBakey VA 
Hospital for over 20 years. 

We are coming into a long legislative session, so staff maybe contacting you for your input on 
proposed bills.  Some of these are quick-turn needs so please be aware that time may be of the 
essence in some cases. 

Recurring: Please submit all Payroll and Travel Reimbursements within 30 days of the time 
worked or travelled to allow for processing. Request for reimbursement items older than 90 
days will be denied. Per Agency policy, requests submitted after the cutoff cannot be paid 
out. 

 

Amelia Boyd, Program Manager 

Recruitment 
The following Commissioner terms ended June 30, 2020: 

• Congressional District 6 – Dr. Trescott’s position, eligible for reappointment 

• Congressional District 8 – Dr. Harrison’s position, he moved out of state so he is no 
longer eligible for reappointment.  
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Melissa McEachron, Director of Operations and Informatics  

Since our November meeting, Operations and Informatics has seen an increase in the 
number and types of subpoenas for records and other compulsory responses.  In addition, 
the Washington State’s litigation against opioid distributors is moving forward and we are 
providing support to the Attorney General’s litigation team.     

 

George Heye, MD, Medical Consultant  

Nothing to report.  

 

Morgan Barrett, MD, Medical Consultant  
At the request of several Commissioners we will ask Respondents that are making a Personal 
Appearance to log on five minutes early, in order to optimize their time with the Panels. They 
have been instructed to log in with cameras on, microphones off, and to wait for the Panel 
Chair to acknowledge them. This is a trial run and we ask for patience on behalf of our 
Commissioners and Staff.        

 

Rick Glein, Director of Legal Services 
Happy New Year from the Legal Unit!   
Staff Update:   
Paralegal Sara Wibowo left the Medical Commission this month to move back to Illinois to be 
with family.  Her last day with the Commission was January 6.  Legal thanks Sara for her work 
with the Commission this past year and wishes her and her family all the best.  
 
Summary Suspensions:   
In re Julia Barnett, MD, Case No. M2019-821.   On November 16, 2020, the Commission 
summarily suspended Dr. Barnett’s medical license pending further disciplinary 
proceedings.  The Statement of Charges (SOC) alleges that Dr. Barnett violated the standard  

 

Amelia Boyd, Program Manager continued 

• Physician-at-Large – Dr. Domino’s position, eligible for reappointment 

Recommendations have been sent to the Governor’s office.  

We also have vacancies in the following positions: 

• Congressional District 2 

• Public Member 

The recommendations for CD 2 have been sent to the Governor’s office. Interviews will be 
held for the Public Member candidates by the end of January.   

Rules 

We have 9 rulemaking efforts in progress. For more information, please see the Rules 
Progress Report in this packet. 
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Rick Glein, Director of Legal Services continued 

of care in her management of patients as the medical director of a correctional facility.  A 
hearing is scheduled in this matter for January 28-30, 2021.  
 
In re Mark Rose, MD, Case No. M2020-215.  On December 9, 2020, a Health Law Judge (HLJ), 
by delegation of the Commission, ordered that Dr. Rose’s medical license be suspended 
pending further disciplinary proceedings.  The SOC alleges that Dr. Rose and the Oregon 
Medical Board entered into a Stipulated Order in which Dr. Rose agreed to surrender his 
Oregon medical license while under investigation.  As of the writing of this staff report, Dr. 
Rose has not filed an Answer to the SOC.   
 
In re Kevin Cardwell, PA, Case No. M2020-831.  On December 10, 2020, a HLJ, by delegation 
of the Commission, ordered that Mr. Cardwell’s physician assistant license be suspended 
pending further disciplinary proceedings.  The SOC alleges that Mr. Cardwell surrendered his 
Oregon medical license while under investigation for unprofessional conduct.  Mr. Cardwell 
has requested a show cause hearing which is scheduled for January 12, 2021.  
 
In re Verner Stillner, MD, Case No. 2020-552.  On December 11, 2020, a HLJ, by delegation of 
the Commission, ordered that Dr. Stillner’s medical license be suspended pending further 
disciplinary proceedings.  The SOC alleges that Dr. Stillner surrendered his license to practice 
as a physician and surgeon in the State of Alaska in lieu of complying with a Consent Order he 
entered into with the Alaska State Medical Board.  Dr. Stillner has waived his opportunity for 
settlement and a hearing in his case with the WMC.  The matter will be resolved without Dr. 
Stillner’s further participation and will come before a panel of Commissioners shortly for a 
final determination.   
 
In re Alfred Aflatooni, MD, Case No. M2018-467.  On December 15, 2020, the Commission 
summarily suspended Dr. Aflatooni’s medical license pending further disciplinary 
proceedings.  The SOC alleges Dr. Aflatooni crossed professional boundaries and prescribed 
high doses of opioids.  As of the writing of this staff report, Dr. Aflatooni has not filed an 
Answer to the SOC.   
 
In re Jose de Jesus Martinez, MD, Case No. M2020-554.  On December 16, 2020, a HLJ, by 
delegation of the Commission, ordered that Dr. Martinez’ medical license be suspended 
pending further disciplinary proceedings.  The SOC alleges the Texas Medical Board issued a 
Final Order indefinitely suspending Dr. Martinez’ medical license.  As of the writing of this 
staff report, Dr. Martinez has not filed an Answer to the SOC.    
 
In re Roland Green, MD, Case No. M2020-1037.  On December 22, 2020, a HLJ, by delegation 
of the Commission, ordered that Dr. Green’s medical license be suspended pending further 
disciplinary proceedings.  The SOC alleges that Dr. Green entered into a Surrender Order with 
the New York State Board for Professional Medical conduct wherein Dr. Green surrendered 
his New York medical license while under investigation for unprofessional conduct.  Dr. Green 
has requested a hearing in the WMC matter.  

Rick Glein, Director of Legal Services continued 
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Orders Resulting from SOCs:  
In re Ona Schulz, PA, Case No. M2018-641.  Agreed Order.  On June 27, 2019, the Commission 
filed a SOC alleging Ms. Schulz’ pattern of prescribing demonstrates inadequate training with 
regard to treating patients and prescribing long-acting opioids.  On November 12, 2020, the 
Commission approved an Agreed Order which includes an indefinite prescribing restriction in 
which Ms. Schulz will not prescribe, dispense or administer DEA Schedule II-IV controlled 
substances in Washington state; a record keeping CME; Commission approval of Ms. Schulz’ 
supervising physician; practice reviews; a $2,000 fine; and personal appearances.  Ms. Schulz 
may petition to modify the practice restriction after two years of full compliance of the 
Agreed Order, completion of intensive opioid prescribing and pain management CMEs, and a 
scholarly paper.     
 
Virtual Hearings: 
In light of the ongoing pandemic, DOH continues to hold adjudicative proceedings virtually on 
the Microsoft Teams platform.  We recognize the Commissioners are more familiar with the 
GoToMeeting format used for our virtual Commission meetings.  Unfortunately, we do not 
have a say in which platform DOH uses for virtual legal proceedings.  However, we have 
heard feedback that the virtual hearings have been largely successful.  We thank the 
Commissioners for your responsiveness to our requests to participate on hearing panels and 
your patience with any technical glitches.  
 
Presentations: 
Rick will be delivering a presentation on January 21 at a quarterly meeting with the Medicaid 
Fraud Control Division (MFCD) of the Attorney General’s Office and the Health Care Authority 
(HCA).  He will be discussing the global mission of the WMC with a focus on cases that are of 
mutual interest. 

 

Freda Pace, Director of Investigations 
Greetings! I’d like to take this moment to say thank you to our Commissioners. 2020 may 
have been a little rough with several changes and adjustments to some of our internal 
processes and procedures – hopefully, we’ve made all the right tweaks to make thing much 
easier and more simplified. Without your continued support and assistance, we couldn’t do 
this very important work. So, thank you all again for dedicating your time in helping keep our 
patients safe. I hope and pray you all have a wonderful holiday and wishing you the best in 
2021!!! 

CMT sign-up vacancies: 
January 20th = one clinical commissioner is needed.  
February = each week in this month, we have clinical commissioner vacancies to be filled.  

Please visit the SharePoint site and sign up or contact Chris Waterman 
(chris.waterman@wmc.wa.gov) directly for questions. If you have any concerns or questions 
regarding investigations or the CMT process, please contact me directly at 
freda.pace@wmc.wa.gov.   

 

mailto:chris.waterman@wmc.wa.gov
mailto:freda.pace@wmc.wa.gov
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Mike Farrell, Policy Development Manager 
Stephanie, Amelia, and I have attended stakeholder meetings with legislatures virtually to 
discuss telemedicine issues and potential legislation. This will help inform the Commission’s 
rulemaking on telemedicine. 

 

Jimi Bush, Director of Quality and Engagement 
We are continuing to focus on our outreach efforts for both the licensee and the patient. 

Upcoming Coffee with the Commissions: 

• 2020 Performance: January 13th 

• You’ve Graduated Medical School! Now what?: February 3rd 

• Legislative Update: March 3rd  

• Common Mistakes when applying for an MD/PA license: April 7th 

Upcoming CME events 

• Achieving Health Equity for Black Moms and Babies: TBD 

• The Future of Communication and Resolution Programs: TBD 

• Opioid Prescribing: What you need to know for 2021: TBD 

All of our previous CME events can be found on our Annual Conference Webpage. Please 
share with your colleagues. All upcoming events and details are located on our event page.  

I am looking for more CME ideas, so please email me if you have a suggestion.  

 

Marisa Courtney, Licensing Manager 

Total licenses issued from 11/01/2020- 12/31/2020 -669 

Credential Type Total Workflow 
Count 

Physician And Surgeon County/City Health Department License 0 

Physician And Surgeon Fellowship License 0 

Physician And Surgeon Institution License 0 

Physician And Surgeon License 142 

Credential Type Total Workflow 
Count 

Physician and Surgeon License Interstate Medical Licensure Compact 64 

Physician And Surgeon Residency License 11 

Physician And Surgeon Teaching Research License 2 

Physician And Surgeon Temporary Permit 4 

Physician Assistant Interim Permit 8 

Physician Assistant License 88 

Physician Assistant Temporary Permit 0 

Totals: 669 

 

Marisa Courtney, Licensing Manager – continued  

https://wmc.wa.gov/education/2020-annual-conference-wmc-webinar-series
mailto:https://wmc.wa.gov/calendar/month
mailto:jimi.bush@wmc.wa.gov
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Information on Renewals: November Renewals:  70.28% online renewals 
Credential Type # of Online Renewals # of Manual Renewals Total # of Renewals 

IMLC 0 35 35 

MD 840 337 1177 

MDRE 1 0 1 

MDTR 1 1 2 

PA 144 44 188 

  70.28% 29.72% 100.00% 

December Renewals: 65.69% online renewals 
Credential Type # of Online Renewals # of Manual Renewals Total # of Renewals 

IMLC 0 27 27 

MD 770 388 1158 

MDRE 0 2 2 

MDTR 5 2 7 

PA 140 59 199 

  65.69% 34.31% 100.00% 

 



 

360-236-2750   |   PO Box 47866   |   Olympia, Washington 98504-7866   |   Medical.Commission@wmc.wa.gov 

WMC.wa.gov 

Panel A 
Personal Appearance Agenda 

Friday, January 15, 2021 

In response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, and to promote social distancing, the Medical 
Commission will not provide a physical location for these meetings. Virtual public meetings, without a physical 

meeting space, will be held instead. 

Please join this meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/243475405 

Panel Members: Jimmy Chung, MD, Panel Chair            Scott Rodgers, Public Member 

 James Anderson, PA-C 
Charlie Browne, MD 
Charlotte Lewis, MD 
Yanling Yu, PhD, Public Member 

Robert Small, MD 
Richard Wohns, MD 
Alan Brown, MD, Pro-Tem 
Mary Curtis, MD, Pro-Tem 

Compliance Officer: Kayla Bryson                                            

9:45am 
Timothy W. Jordan, MD 
Attorney: Scott King                                                                                                  

M2017-72 (2016-6957) 
RCM: Charlotte Lewis, MD 
SA:  Larry Berg 

10:30am 
Gregory J. Lavalle, MD 
Attorney: James B. King 

M2019-704 (2018-6612) 
RCM: Jimmy Chung, MD, 
SA:     Kyle Karinen    
 

11:15 a.m. 
Mark D. Kline, MD 
Attorney: Jessica Creager 

M2017-54 (2016-12196) 
RCM: Robert Small, MD 
SA:     Kyle Karinen 

Lunch Break 

1:15 p.m. 

 
Ray F. Smith, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 
 

M2018-593 (2018-4031) 
RCM: James Anderson, PA-C 
SA:     Gordon Wright 

2:00 p.m. 
Charles C. Sung, MD 
Attorney: Robert G. Schultz 

 

M2017-514 (2016-5807 et al.) 
RCM: Richard Wohns, MD 
SA:     Ariele Page Landstrom 

 
2:45 p.m. 

 
 

James K. Rotchford, MD 
Attorney: Jennifer Smitrovich 

 

M2017-1016 (2016-12817 et al.) 
RCM: Robert Small, MD 
SA:     Kyle Karinen 

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington 
Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/243475405
mailto:civil.rights@doh.wa.gov
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Panel B 
Personal Appearance Agenda 

Friday, January 15, 2021 

In response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, and to promote social distancing, the Medical 
Commission will not provide a physical location for these meetings. Virtual public meetings, without a physical 

meeting space, will be held instead. 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/345525861 

Panel Members: April Jaeger, MD, Panel Chair 

 Toni Borlas, Public Member 
Diana Currie, MD 
Karen Domino, MD 
Christine Hearst, Public Member 
John Maldon, Public Member 

Terry Murphy, MD 
Alden Roberts, MD 
Theresa Schimmels, PA-C 
Claire Trescott, MD 

Compliance Officer: Mike Kramer 

9:45am 
Kenneth M. Edstrom, MD  
Attorney: Berth Fitzer 

M2018-579 (2018-13470 et al.) 
RCMs: Charlie Browne, MD,       
Theresa Schimmels, PA-C,               
John Maldon  
SA: Ariele Page Landstrom 

10:30am 
Brenda D. Roberts, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 

M2019-73 (2017-8553) 
RCM: John Maldon 
SA:     Gordon Wright 

11:15 a.m. 
John C. Chen, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 

M2014-1098 (2013-8298) 
RCM: John Maldon 
SA:     Trisha Wolf 

LUNCH BREAK 

1:15 pm 
Douglas R. D’Jang, PA-C 
Attorney: Jennifer Smitorvich 

M2019-230 (2018-11715) 
RCM: Gregory Terman, MD 
SA:      Larry Berg 

2:00 pm 
Josef M. Turner, MD  
Attorney:  Pro Se 
   

M2019-996 (2019-6640) 
RCM: Terry Murphy, MD 
SA:     Kyle Karinen 

2:45 pm 
Douglas W. Taylor, MD 
Attorney: Jennifer M. Veal 

M2019-356 (2018-12680) 
RCM: Gregory Terman, MD 
SA:     Trisha Wolf 

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington 
Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/345525861
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/345525861
mailto:civil.rights@doh.wa.gov
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